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Pe3ynbmamei uccinedosaHus. Cucmemamu3uposaHbl MeopemuKo-memodosioeuyeckue 0CHOBbI KOHUenyuu ycmoliyusozo pas-
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passumusa 8 a2papHoM CeKmope, 0X8ambi8arwue COBOKYNHOCMb (HAaKmMopos u nocjiedosame/ibHOCMb 3Manos npakmuyeckoli pea-
JIU3ayUU € Yesibio A0CMUXKeHUs npedsIoKeHHbIX CmpameauYyeckux opueHmupos.

dniemeHmbl Hay4HoU HOBU3HbI. YCOBepWeEHCMBOBAH MemoduyecKkuli nodxo0 K oyeHKe ycmoliyusocmu passumus azpapHozo ce-
Kmopa nymem packyema UHMe2pasbHO20 NOKA3amesis, 4mo Jacm B03MOXHOCMb OXAPAKMepu308amb KOHUenmyasbHble OCHOBbI
2apMOHU3aYUU coCcmasiAaUWUX ycmoliyugo2o pazsumus azpapHoO20 CEKMOPA HAUUOHA/IbHOU 3KOHOMUKU nocpedcmseom paspabomku
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The origin and evolution of the concept of
“sustainable development”

The purpose of the article is to study the process of the origin, formation and evolution of the concept of sustainable
development and to consider its essence, as well as to cover various viewpoints on this problem of the Ukrainian scientists
and to output a combined single definition.

Research methodology. In the research process have been used such scientific methods as: comparison, analysis, syn-
thesis, generalization.

Research results. It has been found that in the Ukrainian scientific thinking there are a large number of definitions of the
concept of “sustainable development”. Every scientist has his own approach to the interpretation of this concept, speaking
about the stability of development, the sustainability of development or the balance of development. They characterize it
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through a versatile and multifaceted process or the balance of various factors and the interaction of different systems, or the
process of movement or the process of change, or through the internal dynamics of the development of society.

Investigated process of the emergence of the concept of “sustainable development”, its evolution into the world doc-
trine of the development of a society that combines economy, ecology and society is explored. It has been substantiated
that the most general and appropriate definition is the classical concept of sustainable development which was suggested at
the conference in Rio de Janeiro and declared in Ukrainian legislation.

Elements of scientific novelty. A variety of approaches to the definition of “sustainable development” has been char-
acterized and a combination of the interpretations has been suggested.

Practical significance. Various approaches to the definition and interpretation of the concept of "sustainable develop-
ment" have been selected and described, and on the basis of the analysis a single definition was suggested. Tabl.: 1. Figs.:

1. Refs.: 30.
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Scientific problem. The human impact on
nature has been increasing recently. It is nec-
essary to reduce it and to preserve resources
for future generations. Sustainable develop-
ment has become the global idea of the de-
velopment of the world society. Academician
I.I. Lukinov said that from the purposefulness
of human actions using the appropriate fac-
tors of accelerating progress, as well as over-
coming the regress of the environment and of
human being himself, depend on the future of
the planet and the fate of mankind [12, p.
651]; respectively, understanding of the very
concept of "sustainable development”, ap-
proaches to it and its components are rele-
vant today. There is not a clear and unvarying
definition of this concept in Ukraine. There-
fore, it would be expedient to deduce it on
the basis of the conducted research.

Analysis of recent researches and publi-
cations. Theoretical and methodological basis
for the study of the concept of "sustainable
development” are scientific developments of
foreign and national scientists. The main re-
search of foreign scientists who raise the issue
of sustainable development are publications
by G. Brundtland, C. Folke, J. Holmberg,
B. Hopwood, M. Mellor, G. O’Brien, M. Rush-
worth, R. Sandbrook [13, 24-27, 29] and oth-
ers. Among the publications of the Ukrainian
scientists tackling the problem of sustainable
development, we may highlight the research
of Yu.O. Lupenko, P.T. Sabluk, M.Yo. Malik,
0.G. Shpykulyak, V.M. Trehobchuk,
O.L. Popova [19-21] and others. Despite the
large number of publications, this problem
needs the in-depth study, namely the combi-
nation of definitions of sustainable develop-
ment and the bringing of a variety of views to
one generalization. Scientific, theoretical and
practical significance of these problems
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framed the choice of the topic, its relevance
and objective of the study.

The objective of the article is to combine
various definitions of the concept of “sustain-
able development” and to bring the variety of
viewpoints to one generalization.

Statement of the main results of the
study. Beginning from the end of the eighties
of the last century, the idea of "sustainable
development” began to develop in the global
society. Originally the term "sustainable de-
velopment” was used in 1987 by the Interna-
tional Commission on Environment and Devel-
opment chaired by the Norwegian Prime Min-
ister Gro Harlem Brundland. Under the sus-
tainable development one should understand
the possibility to meet the needs of the pre-
sent time which would not undermine the
ability of future generations to meet their
own needs [30].

Ideas for the proportional development of
society with the preservation of resources and
maintenance of the environment which formed
the basis of this concept, arose during the times
of Plato and Aristotle, and were developed by
Thomas Malthus. Prominent Ukrainian Academi-
cian V.l. Vernadskyi underlined in his writings
that the activities of cultural mankind have
made such changes that are not observed any-
where. These changes are a new phenomenon
in the geological history of the planet, not yet
taken into account in its effect. One of its main
manifestations is the remarkable reduction of
forests [4, p. 109]. In addition to the destruc-
tion of forest spaces, he drew attention to the
sharp pollution, disappearance and destruction
of the coastal seas and parts of the ocean. Man
must now take all measures to preserve for fu-
ture generations marine riches [4, p. 149].
However, the most acute problems arose in the
20th century. In the 1970s, the international
non-governmental organization, the "The Club
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of Rome" published first studies that were about
limited resources of our planet, critical ecologi-
cal situation and overpopulation. The first re-
search was the book by J. Forrester "World Dy-
namics” [22] and the report of the Club of Rome
"The Limits to Growth" was developed by D.L.
Meadows. The basis of these studies was eco-
nomic progress, economic efficiency and social
justice. Over time, environmental problems
have been added to these issues.

The solution of the three main problems
that are economic growth, social justice and
ecological balance became the basis for the
concept of sustainable development. On the
basis of the research carried out by the "Club
of Rome”, a number of United Nations meet-
ings and conferences were held. The concept
of sustainable development was initiated and
then turned into the macroeconomic frame-
work of the world economic system.

At these summits, a number of decisions
were approved that are recognized through-
out the world. The main decisions are:

- Declaration on Environment and Devel-
opment was adopted in 1992; the Program for
the achievement of sustainable development
from the social, economic and environmental
spheres called "Agenda 21"; Statement on the
principles of the management, protection and
sustainable development of all types of for-
ests vital to the preservation of all forms of
life and economic development and the Con-
vention on Climate Change, on biodiversity
and the call for all countries to adopt national
strategies for sustainable development;

- the United Nations Millennium Declara-
tion adopted in 2000 and Millennium Devel-
opment Goals by 2015.

- Development Agenda for 2015 approved
in 2015.

Since 1992 Ukraine joined the world coun-
tries and took the path to sustainable devel-
opment by signing the Declaration on Environ-
ment and Development and Agenda 21 in Rio
de Janeiro at the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development. However,
the strategy of sustainable development of
Ukraine was adopted only in 2015. This docu-

ment declared objective, trend vectors, road
map timeline, top priorities and indicators of
the adequate defence, socio-economic, institu-
tional, political and legal cond itions  for
establishment and development of Ukraine.

Some scholars [2, 3, 18] state that the
term "sustainable development” which is de-
clared in the legislation does not correspond
to the content of the tasks entrusted to it be-
cause the word “sustainable” in the Academic
Explanatory Dictionary of the Ukrainian lan-
guage means: "Something which is not
changed, keeps the same composition, value,
uniform shape, size, etc.”. And the word "de-
velopment” means: "The process which results
in a change in quality of something, the tran-
sition from one qualitative state to another
higher state". Accordingly, in the literal sense
of the phrase we obtain "not variable constant
process which changes and passes from one
qualitative state to another higher state”, that
is, one word contradicts another.

The English term “sustainable development”
is interpreted differently in different languages:
the Italian version - "sviluppo sostenibile” means
"development that deserves support”; French -
"development durable” means "long-term devel-
opment”; Japanese - "jizokitekina kaihatsu”
means "long development”; German - "nachhal-
tige entwicklung” stands for long-term devel-
opment; Swedish - "en stadig utveckling” means
"steady development” [2]. In our language, such
a phrase has historically been due to the trans-
lation of the term "sustainable development”
from the Russian language, and in today's scien-
tific literature, "sustainable development” is
used as a general name that characterizes a
programme for the development of a society
that meets the needs of present generations
and does not jeopardize opportunities of future
generations to meet their needs.

Taking into account the above-mentioned
facts, researchers and scientists of the world
community as well as Ukraine began to explore
this issue after the report at the UN conference
[24], offering more than hundred definitions of
the concept of "sustainable development” [26].
The main ones are the definitions given in Table.

Table. Basic definitions of the concept “sustainable development” in the world
scientific publications

Definition

Source

Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

Commission
1987 [30]

report

Such a development which provides a real improvement in the quality of life of
people and at the same time preserves the natural diversity of the Earth

World  Conservation
Strategy, 1980 [28]
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Continued tabl.

Development, in which economic growth must be both comprehensive and envi-
ronmental in order to reduce poverty and ensure a common prosperity for the
modern population and to continue to meet the needs of future generations.

World bank

Ability to buffer changes, learning and development as the basis for under-
standing how to support and strengthen adaptive capabilities in a complex

world of rapid transformations.

C. Folke [25]

It is a result of the growing awareness of global links between growing envi-
ronmental problems, socio-economic problems related to poverty and inequali-
ty, as well as concerns about the healthy future of mankind.

Hopwood B., Mellor
M., O'Brien G. [27]

Source: Developed by the author.

In turn, Ukrainian scholars interpret the
concept of "sustainable development” each on
their own even speak about the stability of
development, steadiness of development or
balanced development, but the majority state
similar definitions.

Sustainable, according to the Academic Ex-
planatory Dictionary, means stable, unchang-
ing, persistent. Researchers V.A. Karmazin
and Yu.M. Ogienko identify the notion of sus-
tainable and stable development [7], and
scholar N.B. Kyrych identifies the concept of
sustainable development separately [9].

Some scholars view sustainable develop-
ment through the prism of stable develop-
ment. Stable means the ability to firmly
stand, hold, not falling, not fluttering; some-
thing which for a long time keeps and reveals
its properties, is not subject to destruction,
spoilage, etc.; long-term.

For example, researcher O.M. Honcha-
renko, in his work "Formation of the mecha-
nism of sustainable development of an enter-
prise in the conditions of uncertainty of the
economic environment” determines Sustaina-
bility as the ability of the system to maintain
its capable condition to achieve the planned
results for various disturbing influences. Sus-
tainability should be ensured under all condi-
tions and situations that arise in the system
and in the environment [5].

Scientist O.l. Drebot identifies the notions
of sustainable development and balanced de-
velopment [6, p. 11]. M.V. Vasyutkina consid-
ers sustainable development as a balancing of
the enterprise development process, noting
that based on the use of developed approach-
es and development technologies, taking into
account ever-changing external and internal
conditions, and as a result of building up and
adjusting its potential, it can maintain the
stability of all subsystems [1]. And the re-
searcher S.V. Koverga defines balanced devel-
opment as a change in the qualitative state,
accompanied by the achievement of optimal
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correlations between the interrelated charac-
teristics of certain processes and external en-
vironment [11].

Scientist A.V. Polovyan differentiates the
notion of sustainable development and bal-
anced development and defines balanced de-
velopment as a mutualistic (or commensal) in-
teraction between the populations of economic
entities, social, environmental and biotic sys-
tems, based on the mutual provision of condi-
tions for the process of a favourable change in
their qualitative characteristics and leads to
irreversible changes in their behaviour [14].

Scientist V.M. Yakub says that the definition
of balanced development is much broader than
the concepts of "systemic”, "integrated”, "sus-
tainable development” which are sometimes
identified. Under balanced development he
allocates such a process of movement from the
lower level to the higher one which includes a
set of balanced components among each other
and the relationship among them [23].

But, in our opinion, these interpretations of
scientists only expand the approaches to the
definition of sustainable development. "Sta-
ble", "steady”, "sustainable”, "balanced” mean
the ability to maintain and not change the
quality from the very beginning, for a long
time to come. Scientist O.V. Stalinska defines
the concept of "sustainable development” as a
specific internal dynamics of a complex of bal-
anced indicators of the economic, ecological
and social spheres relevant to the current and
future needs of owners of enterprises, labour
force, national economy and society [17, p. 5].

B.M. Danylyshyn interprets "sustainable de-
velopment” as a "system of relations of social
production in which the optimal balance be-
tween economic growth, normalization of the
qualitative state of the natural environment,
growth of material and spiritual needs of the
population” is achieved [16, p. 10].

In the opinion of the scientist V.M. Trehob-
chuk "sustainable development” is, first and
foremost, economic growth in which the most
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important problems of life support of society
are effectively solved without depletion, deg-
radation and pollution of the environment
[21, p. 60].

According to the research of O.L. Popova
"sustainable development” means rationally
balanced improvement of the economic, so-
cial and environmental parameters of global
and local societies, ensuring their overall pro-
gress [15, p. 27].

Scientist L.I. Katan defines sustainable de-
velopment as proposed by the world community
to refine and deepen the modern concept of the
desired social development, based on strategies
to optimize the entire human activity, primarily
economic in its interaction with the environ-
ment [8, p. 177]. I.P. Kinash says that "sustaina-
ble development” is the coherence of relations
in social reproduction which ensure the qualita-
tive growth of the economic, social and envi-
ronmental parameters of a society [10].

Movement process
or changes

Interaction of systems

Relations

Internal
dynamics

Researcher Yu.l. Parshin has a different
approach and defines sustainable develop-
ment as a specific process of changing subsys-
tems of the national economy by preventing
the development of unevenness in a complex
of economic, environmental and social indica-
tors [13]. A similar opinion has V.M. Fomin
who defines sustainable development as an
objective process of creating conditions for
the survival of mankind.

H. Daley interprets the term "sustainable
development” as a harmonious, balanced,
non-conflict progress of all earthly civiliza-
tion, groups of countries (regions, subregions)
as well as certain countries of our planet [1].

In the systematic analysis of the approach-
es to the definition of "sustainable develop-
ment", it can be argued that there is a large
number of different views on this problem in
the scientific literature (Figure).

System of relations

Transition of state

Balance

Figure. A variety of viewpoints on the definition of sustainable development

Source: Developed by the author.

Conclusions. Summarizing the above-
mentioned, it has been established that sus-
tainable development is a multi-faceted and
complex process, and the balance of various
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factors, and the interaction of different sys-
tems, and the process of movement, or the
process of change, and the internal dynamics
of society development, and the system of
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relations, and the change of state, and just a
relationship. But most of all, in our view, it
corresponds to the classical definition of sus-
tainable development suggested at the con-
ference in Rio de Janeiro. This approach is
confirmed by the concept of "sustainable de-
velopment” which is declared in the legisla-
tion. For the first time, this term is men-
tioned in the Decree of the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine of December 24, 1999, No. 1359-XIV
"On Approval of the Concept of Sustainable
Development of Residential Places”, where,
under the constant development, they are
understood as socially, economically and envi-
ronmentally balanced development of urban
and rural areas, aimed at creating their eco-
nomic potential, a valuable living environ-
ment for the modern and subsequent genera-
tions based on the rational use of resources
(natural, labour, industrial, scientific, tech-
nical, intellectual, etc.), technological re-
equipment and restructuring of enterprises,
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improvement of social, industrial, transport,
communication-informational,  engineering,
ecological infrastructure, improvement of liv-
ing conditions, leisure and recreation, preser-
vation and enrichment of biological diversity
and cultural heritage.

Therefore, the harmonization of the rela-
tionship between society and the environment
ecologically-balanced and ecologically-safe
economic activity underlie a perfect (in so-
cial, economic and environmental aspects)
system of production relations. The conditions
for the formation and functioning of such re-
lations should be created today, bringing the
economy not only to market relations but also
to the model of sustainable development [12,
p. 659]. We believe that development that
meets the needs of the present generation
without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs is the
most successful definition of the concept of
sustainable development.
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IsaHyeHKo B.O. BUHUKHEHHA ma eso/iloyis NOHAMMSA «cmasuli po38umoK»

Mema cmammi - docnidumu npoyec BUHUKHEHHSA, CMAaHOBJIEHHA Ma egoIlyii NoHAMMSA cmasoz2o po3sumky U po3kpumu (io2o
Ccymb, 8UCBIMAUMU pi3Hi No2a1A0y YKPATHCbKUX Y4eHUX Ha Ut NpobjeMy ma susecmu eOUHE BU3HAYEHHS.

Memoduka docnidxkeHHA. BukopucmaHo memoou: NOPiBHAHHA, AHAAI3y, CUHME3Y, Y3a2a/lbHeHHS.

Pe3ynbmamu docnidxkeHHA. [IposedeHo aHani3 Haykosux OOCNiOKeHb acnekmis 3apo0dXeHHA ma esoJnoyii noHammsa «cmasaul
pO38UMOK>. BcmaHosneHo, wo 8 YKpaiHCbKili Haykogili OyMyi iCHYE Be/IUKA Ki/IbKiCmb BU3HAYeHb CMAJI020 PO3BUMKY — SK cmabi-
JIbHicmb, cmilikicmb 4Yu 36a/1AHCOBAHICMb PO3BUMKY, 3 XAPAKMepUCMUKoio (io20 Yyepe3 6azamozpaHHul npoyec ma B83aemModito
pisHOMaHimMHuUx cucmem, abo npoyec pyxy Yu npoyec 3MiHuU, abo Yepe3z BHymMpilH0 JUHAMIKY pO3B8UMKY Cycnilibcmaa.

06r'pyHMoBaHo, W0 Y3a2a/bHIOYUM ma Halb6inbw 80aiUM € KJAACUYHe NOHAMMSA CMaAso20 po3BUMKY, peKomeHOosaHe Ha
KoHepeHUii 8 Pio-de-XaHelipo ma 3a0ek/1aposaHa 8 YKpaiHCbKOMyY 3aKoHodascmasi.

EnemMeHmu Haykogoi Hosu3HU. OKpec/ieHO HU3KY nidxodis 0o BU3HA4YeHHS «cmaJjuli po38UMOK» ma 3anpoNOHOBAHO NOEOHAHHS
UYUX MpaKkmysaHso.

lMpakmuyHa 3Havywicms. Ha nidcmasi aHanizy pisHoMaHimHux nidxodis o MpakmysaHHA NOHAMMSA «Cmanuli po38UMoK» ma
tio2o pe3ysbmamis susHaveHo eduHe. Taba.: 1. Puc.: 1. bi6nioep.: 30.

Kmo4vosi cnosa: cmasuli po3sumok, 36aiaHcosaHull po3sumok, cmabifibHull po3s8umok, cmilkuli po38umox.

IBaH4YeHKo Bitanii OneKkcaHApoBMY - KaHAMAAT EKOHOMIYHMX HayK, [AOLEHT, AOKTOpPaHT, HauioHanbHMI HayKOBMHA
LeHTp «IHCTUTYT arpapHOi eKoHOMiKM> (M. KuiB, Byn. M'epois O60poHH, 10)
E-mail: Ivanchenko_vital@ukr.net

HsaH4yeHKo B.A. Bo3HUKHOBeHue u 380J1l04UA NOHAMUSA «ycmoliyusoe pazsumue»

Uenb cmambu - uccnedosams npoyecc BO3HUKHOBEHUS, CMAHOBJEHUA U 380JHUUU NOHAMUA ycmol4yugoz2o passumus u
PAcKpbimb €20 Cymb, 0CBEMUMb PaA3/IuYHbIe 832/1A0b1 YKPAUHCKUX YY€eHbIX Ha 3my npobiemMy u s8bisecmu eduHoe onpedesieHue.

Memoduka uccnedosaHus. Mcnosib308aHbl Memodbl: CpasHeHUs, aHaausa, cuHmesa, o606ujeHus.

Pe3ynbmamel uccnedosaHus. lposedeH aHaAU3 HayYHbIX UCCIEO0BAHUL ACNEKMOB 3apoXOeHUSA U 380/104UU NOHAMUSA «ycmoU-
4ugoe pasgumue». YCmMAHOB/eHO, YmMo 8 YKPAUHCKOU Hay4YHoU MbiC/Iu cyujecmayem 60/bWoe Kosu4ecmso onpedeneHull noHAmuUA
ycmolivugo2o pasgumus — KAk cmabusibHoCmb, ycmolyusocms ujau c6asaHCcUpo8aHHOCMb passumus, C Xapakmepucmukol e20
Yepe3 pasHOCMOpPOHHUU U MHO202paHHbIU npoyecc U s3aumodelicmaue pas/uYHbIX cUCMeM, UJU Npoyecc OBUXKEHUA U U3MEeHeHUs,
uslu Yyepes BHYmMpeHHw JUHAMUKY pa3sumusa obuecmsa.

0Ob6ocHoBaHO, Ymo o6obwarwWum U Haubosiee yoadyHbiM onpedesieHuemM ABJISemcs K1accudecKkoe NoHSmue ycmoliqusozo passu-
mus, npedsioxkeHHoe Ha KoH@epeHyuu 8 Puo-de-XaHelipo u 3a0eKs1apupos8aHHoe 8 YKPAUHCKOM 3aKoHodamesibcmae.

SnemeHmbl Hay4YHolU HOBU3HbI. OYepyeHO pa3Hoo6pasue nodxo0o8 K onpedesieHuUr NoHAMUSA «ycmoliqugoe pasgumue» U nped-
JI0}KeHO co4YemaHue 3mux mpakmosoK.

Mpakmuyeckasa 3Ha4Yumocme. 1o pe3ysibmamam aHasau3a pas/uyHbix N0OX0008 K MPAKMOBAHUK NOHAMUSA «ycmolyusoe passu-
mue» npedaoxeHo eduHoe. Taba.: 1. Una.: 1. bubnuoep.: 30.

Kntouesbie cnosa: ycmotiyusoe passumue, c6aiaHcupo8aHHoe pazsumue, cmabusibHoe passumue, cmolikoe pazsumue.

MBaHYeHKO BuTanui AnekcaHgpoBuu - KaHAMAAT SKOHOMMYECKMX HayK, AOLEHT, AOKTOPaHT, HaumoHasbHbIM Hayy-
HbIM LEHTP «MHCTUTYT arpapHOM 3KOHOMMKW> (r. KueB, yn. FepoeB O60poHbI, 10)
E-mail: Ivanchenko_vital@ukr.net

The article has been received 23.05.2018
Revision: 27.05.2018
bi6niorpaciuHmi onmc ANA UUTYBaHHA:

Ivanchenko V. O. The origin and evolution of the concept of “sustainable development”. ExkoHomika
AlK. 2018. Ne 6. C. 102 — 109.

* % %

ExkoHomika AlK, 2018, Ne 6 109



